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old man, who saw the dangers Italy presented to the
empire, and wished to avoid them. At first, how-
ever, he had no proper comprehension of the great
power that had sprung up within his own domains in
the shape of the Hanseatic League, nay, indeed, he
had sided against his subjects and with Waldemar.
But now the scales fell from his eyes, and he appre-
ciated, as all Europe did, the greatness and the
strength of the Hansa.

Of course he did not admit this in words, yet there
is little doubt that he wished to gain the goodwill of
this League, and hoped thus to get from it both
pecuniary and military support for'his dynastic plans.

It was, however, " diamond cut diamond ;" the
worthy councillors of Liibeck were no less shrewd
and wily than their imperial master. Needless to
say that, in accordance with the usage of the age,
they indulged in the most servile and hyperbolical
expressions of their joy and unworthiness to be so
honoured, but like true merchants they had a good
memory, and knew that Charles had not so long ago
pawned his coronation cloak and some of his tolls to
one of their federation, and they suspected in their
heart of hearts that ulterior motives were probably
not absent to account for this unwonted event. Still,
with the wisdom of the serpent, they let nothing of
this appear, either in their replies to Charles, or in
their treatment of him. Like their Lombard pre-
decessors, even when in open warfare against the.
emperor's authority, they ever protested in words
their submission and fidelity to the imperial crown.

It was in the autumn of 1375   that Charles  the